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Future thinking – envisioning, learning about, planning for and making decisions with regard to the future – plays a crucial, 
yet understudied, role in shaping the requisite transformations towards sustainability. Imaginative capacity could guide decision 
making in collectively determined directions and help to secure just, social and ecological well-being and prosperity in times of 
rapid and often unpredictable global change. 

For this Special Feature, authors will coalesce around a definition of imagination as the cognitive and social processes that create 
representations of possible future states of the world, that can inform public deliberation, policy development, and globally 
negotiated agreements. While we postulate that imagination lies at the heart of the sustainability transformations increasingly 
called for at the global level, its causal role and social functions are poorly understood. Therefore, this Special Feature will focus on 
the emerging interdisciplinary efforts to understand: how imagination works, how to build imaginative capacities, what sources 
of information exist and are being used for creating future visions, and the associated questions of science- policy and art-policy 
interactions.

We welcome submissions of research articles, policy and practice bridge articles, and commentaries. Manuscripts must be submitted 
by July 31, 2017. Authors will present and discuss papers at Resilience 2017 conference in Stockholm in August. Although 
Elementa has no page limit for submitted manuscripts, we recommend the following (in double-spaced text, excluding tables, 
figures and references): 

•	 Research or Review Article: 15–25 pages
•	 Policy Bridge and Practice Bridge: 10–15 pages 
•	 Commentary: 8–12 pages

Please direct submission inquiries to michelelee.moore@su.se or mmilkore@purdue.edu.
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Invited Papers
Laura Pereira, Nadia Sitas and Federica Ravera, Imagination in the IPBES (Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services) scenario process, Policy Bridge 

Simon Dalby and Rupinder Mangat, Climate and the war metaphor – A dangerous failure of the imagination, Research Article
 
Clay Dasilva, Environmental Governance and Visions of the Near Future: Utopia, Dystopia, and Pseudo Realism in 
Contemporary Science Fiction, Review Article

Jennifer Johnson, A Paradox Otherwise: The Ontological Politics of Livability in the World’s Largest Freshwater Fishery, Research 
Article

Anna Pigott, “The future belongs to the most compelling story”: imagining social-ecological change in Wales, Research Article

Yulong Hu, Brett Crawford and Erica Coslor, Exploring Future Environmental Imaginings: A Design for Organizational 
Research, Research Article

Maja Göpel, Frederic Hanusch, Henrike Knappe, David Löw Beer, Filters against folly in the making of sustainable futures

George Basile, Using memory development as a platform to enhance imagined positive futures and support sustainability 
transitions, Research Article

Robert Marzec, Thinking the Future in the Anthropocene and Climate Change in Contemporary Climate Change Fiction, 
Research Article

Manjana Milkoreit and Michele-Lee Moore, Imagination that: building imaginative capacity for alternative, sustainable futures, 
Commentary 

This project has benefited from the support of the Global Synergy Research Grant,  
provided by the College of Liberal Arts, Purdue University.

This Special Feature is part of Elementa’s Sustainability Transitions domain  
(Editor in Chief: Anne Kapuscinski, Dartmouth).

About Elementa
Elementa: Science of the Anthropocene is a trans-disciplinary, open-access journal committed to the 
facilitation of collaborative, peer-reviewed research. Our mission is Open Science for Public Good.
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